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Minutes of the Sanitation Task Force Meeting (STF)  
 
Date  :   Wednesday, 16th of January 2008 
Time  :  15.00 PM   
Venue  :  Ministry of Water Supply and Drainage Board 
Chairperson :   Mr.Majeed (Additional Secretary - Water sanitation & Drainage) 
 
                                                                                                                                    
AGENDA ITEM:  

 

 
 
 

Summary of Discussion  
 
It has been suggested to support the activities related to IYS in 2008. Need for a basis for a 
plan of action with key dates was stressed. Further, a five member committee was appointed 
to draft the core of the action plan with the key dates (Ananda of Unicef, MoH, NWSDB, 
Ranjith of SriWASH and Tom of Oxfam). 
 
Activities related to world water day which falls on 22nd March were discussed. Ranjith stated 
that not only water supply perspective other aspects to be considered. 
 
IFRC announced about the upcoming workshop on 21st of January 2008 at Kaluthara to train 
the PHI’s with respect to the Eco-Sanitation.  
 
Publishing an article in the newspaper about IYS was discussed.  
 
It was agreed that Takuya to be informed by all members of STF about all ongoing activities 
with respect to sanitation and solid waste management. 
 
Action Required Person 

Responsible 
Deadline 

1.  
International Year 
of Sanitation (IYS) 

- Promoting the best technologies to society and private 
sectors involvement 

- Creating the awareness of proper sanitation among 
schools 

- Advocacy and social marketing of ecological sanitation 
- Introducing communication programs and organizing 

events such as; exhibition, demonstration 
- Pilot projects for demonstration of advantages of 

improved sanitation 

STF to organize 
stakeholder 
consultation for 
action plan  
Five member 
committee to 
draft the action 
plan 

16th  
February 
2008  

Summary of Discussion 
 
The next step after the issue of the circular is to institutionalize Eco-Sanitation through 
training of PHIs and promote through local government agencies.   
 
Discussions were held in the NCM and appointed Ranjith and DS to prepare National Work 
Shop on Ecosan. 
 
 It was discussed that, after the workshop at Kaluthara to train the PHIs, the national level 
workshops could be initiated with full force. 
 
Action Required Person 

Responsible 
Deadline 

2. 
Ecological 
Sanitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-- Tentative dates for the National Workshop on ecological 
sanitation from secretary to be obtained.  
-- Agenda/Action plan for the workshop to raise awareness 
on the eco-san circular among the health officers and 
others to be prepared.  

Ranjith 
 
DS/Ananda 
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Summary of Discussion 
The IOM appointed independent consultant shall assist in facilitating a workshop to educate 
the community and local authorities on the benefits of the wetland treatment plant to bring 
about the completion of the wetlands treatment plant project in Navrithanveli division, 
Ampara district by gaining the support of local authorities and the community. 
 
 (Not discussed) 
The IOM appointed consultant submitted her field report in this regard. (Report shall be 
mailed to members). The context of the report is that, Chairman & DS are willing to give a 3 
months trial period if and only if, a written agreement between community bodies to decide 
on the wetland treatment system after the trial period. And the related community bodies 
stated that they required two weeks of time to decide on the above agreement. 
 
Action Required  
 

Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

3. 
Constructed 
Wetlands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 --Follow up related community bodies’ decision on the 

agreement on the wetland treatment system after the trial 
period 

Takuya, Aleem & 
Dev (IOM) 

 

Summary of Discussion 
-- Oxfam agreed to support consultant inputs to prepare the paper and a draft is being 
prepared. 
- Probable date requested for appointing consultant, report of the consultant will be reviewed 
by CEA, MOH, NWSDB, and MOWSD as agreed.  
 
Action Required  
 

Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

4. 
Sludge 
Management Paper  

-- Potential  experts to review the findings and 
recommendations of the consultants to be  listed   
--Contact Jagath Manatunga at University of Moratuwa  
 

All 
 
Tom Skitt  

Feb 2008 

Summary of Discussion 
Demonstration of successful pilot projects; Eg:- SWM – Sevenatha 
 
-- It was agreed that the same five member committee shall prepare the TOR for STF 
-- Ananda suggested contacting CEA for available data and information.  

More statistics should be gathered for IYS on the impacts and practice of SWM in this  
country. 

-- IFRC stated that they will send an open invitation for meeting related to solid waste  
management on 28th of Jan 2008. 
 
-- Energy forum, Sevenatha have been invited for the meeting, but not present at the  
    Meeting. 
 
Action Required  
 

Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

5. 
Solid Waste 
Management 

-- Link STF with ongoing SWM activities 
-- Energy forum, Sevenatha, Practical Action, CEA to be 
invited to the next meeting (Contact UNPS Ampara also) 
-- Development of a PHAST tools for SWM 
-- Meet (CEA) on the studies carried out on SWM. 
 

Ananda & 
Takuya , Aleem 
All 
Constanze 
Tom 
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Next Sanitation Task Force Meeting will be 13th of February 2008 at 14.30 am. 
Venue: Ministry of Water Supply and Drainage Board 
 
STF Participants and Distribution: 

Name Organization 16 Jan 08 
meeting 

Contact 
Number 

E-mail Address 

A.A.Majeed Ministry of  
WS&D  

yes 2808151/ 
0777570331 

 

MIA.Latheef Ministry of 
WS&D  

yes 2808165/ 
0777773525 

Dws@watersupply.gov.lk 

Takuya Ono IOM yes 077 318 7703 toono@iom.int 
Aleem IOM  077 326 8298 mmohamedsaravudeen@iom.int 
K.Dev IOM yes 0785211026/ 

0773171656 
dkrishnasamy@iomsrilanka.org 

Valentin Post WASTE   vpost@waste.nl 
Philippe Barragne-Bigot UNICEF  0773157904 pbarragnebigot@unicef.org 
Ananda Jayaweera UNICEF yes 777444544 ajayaweera@unicef.org 
Constanze Windberg SEI yes 0775342024 c.windberg@tuhh.de 
Kannan Pasupathiraja IFRC  0773688637 kpasupathiraj@redcross.org.au 
Ganga Kariyawasam IFRC  0773759826 ganga_kariyawasam@yahoo.com 
M.H.M. Munas IRD  0777515960 mhm.munas@gmail.com 
D. Senevirathne NWSDB  0773165353 dsenewirathne@yahoo.com 
H.M.U.Chularathna SEVANATHA  2878893 sevanata@sri.lanka.net 
Varuna Practical Action 

(ITDG) 
 0773 565590 Varuna.rathnabharathie@practicalact

ion.org.lk 
Tom Skitt OXFAM yes 0773184815 tskitt@oxfam.org.uk 
Michael Couture CASP  0722-245554 couture@sltnet.lk  

Janaka Devapriya ACTED  071 495 1088 Colombo.health@acted.org 

G.A.Kumararatne  NWSDB   2624068 asoka08@gmail.com 

Henry Mugassa Malteser 
International  

 077 393 6851 henry.mugassa@malteser-
international.org 
homugassa@yahoo.com 

MHF. Mushin Malteser 
International  

yes 0773936855 mhf.mushee@gmail.com 

Achala Navaratne World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF) 

 077 331 2226 achala.wwf@gmail.com 

Fidel Pena IFRC  077 315 7675 fidel.pena@ifrc.org 
Dr. Mrs. Anoma 
Basnayake  

Ministry of 
Healthcare  &N  

 2672004 anomamb@gmail.com  

Ranjith Wirasinha Sri WASH  yes 2712798 sanjaya@cea.lk 
Dr. Sanjaya  Ratnayake  CEA   0112 873452  
Susil samasiri MAI  0723496866 Ma_international1@yahoo.com 
Alexandra Clemett IWMI   A.CLEMETT@CGIAR.ORG 
 

--  Malteser International has planned to conduct awareness program for the year of IYS  
(Broachers, T-Shirts ) 
-- Health ministry worked out action plan to be reviewed (Focal point: Mr.Mahepala??) 
 
--Pass policy of rural sanitation? Ministry shall prepare the policy and Mr. Lateef to review on 
13th Feb 2008 at meeting. 
 
-- The importance of an agenda for the STF Meeting was discussed. 
-- It has been emphasized to revise the TOR for STF to suit the IYS activities in 2008. Mr. 
Tom of Oxfam emphasized to define the role of STF clearly. 
Action Required  
 

Person 
Responsible 

Deadline 

6. 
AOB 

Draft the TOR of STF and make it available at HIC 
web site 

Ananda 13th of Feb 
2008 


