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KEY EVENTS
· The Director of The Sahel Club and West Africa, Normand Lauzon, ended on 7 October a week-long mission to Niger during which he held discussions with Government officials, development and humanitarian partners on the current food crisis and other issues affecting West Africa as a whole.
I. 
NATIONAL UPDATE
1.1 Political overview
Niamey’s taxi-drivers went on strike for two days- 6 and 7 October- to protest against rumours of a hike in fuel prices. The strike was widely followed and disrupted activities in the capital. The traffic resumed on Saturday 8 October. An official declaration from the Government stated that fuel prices will not change.
1.2 Overview of agricultural market

The Agricultural Markets Information System (SIMA) indicated in its September bulletin that the price of cereals dropped across the country in comparison to August. This drop is justified by the start of the harvest of millet and beans across the country and the availability to consumers of these products, which have improved the supply on the markets and an increase in household consumption. In comparison to August, the price of millet has drooped 27%; 20% for sorghum and corn, 18% for beans and 2% for rice. In comparison to last year, the current prices are higher. The September 2005 prices are also higher than the average of the last five years. 
Following several months of high prices, the price of rice recorded a 27% drop, one kilo of rice costing 216 francs CFA. This drop is linked to, among other factors, the start of the harvest of rice across the country and availability of the market. In comparison to the average of the last five years, the September 2005 price remains higher.
Sorghum is not fully available on markets due to a late harvesting. The present supply is largely made up of old food stocks. On some local markets, it is not available. The average price stands at 234 FCFA per kilo. Prices vary between 321FCFA/kilo and 107 FCFA/kg.  The current price is higher than in comparison to September 2004. 
Corn has dropped by 20% to 232 FCFA/kg for September 2005.  The drop is linked to the arrival of corn from neighboring countries and a drop in the supply as a result of the availability of millet. There is a wide disparity in prices across the country. 
The drop in the prices of beans, which started in August, continued during the month of September. Prices vary between 134FCFA/kg in the Zinder Region and 527 FCFA/kg in the Dosso Region. The average price stands at 312 FCFA/kg. 
The average price of imported rice stands at 368 FCFA/kg, a drop of 2% in comparison to August. Again, the availability of millet on the markets has affected the demand for millet. Rice is the food that is distributed in the free food distributions, also leading to the price drop. The prices vary between 300 and 500 FCFA per kilo. 
1.3 Overview of the cattle market
Overall, the situation of cattle is characterized by a drop supply and demand across the country.  
      1.4 Environmental overview
The situation remains overall calm, with the spotting of isolated individuals of grasshoppers and plant-ravaging insects who do not threaten farming areas. In neighboring countries, the environmental situation shows no worrisome signs. The rainy season is coming to a close; however the season recorded good rainfalls across the country.
II. 
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
2.1 FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Although WFP is well advanced in the second round of its food distribution, the operation will be extended beyond the 10 October deadline to make up for delays. As of 6 October, WFP had dispatched 12,278mt of food to its operational partners, out of some 14,500mt for the total operation. 7,999mt had been effectively distributed to beneficiaries. Nevertheless the end of the free food distribution will not mark the end of all food assistance in the country. Selective feeding, notably supplementary feeding activities, protection rations, will continue for malnourished children and pregnant and lactating women. A blanket feeding operation has also begun, conducted by UNICEF and MSF. 
2.2 NUTRITION
549 nutritional centers were operational in the country as of 6 October, and over 130,000 children had been admitted since July. UNICEF and its partners estimate that 200,000 children could be admitted in by the end of the year.
2.3 FARMING
FAO has received six project proposals for its off-season farming project. 12,500 people are targeted in these six projects, representing 50% of FAO’s total objective. The organization, which has been chairing a coordination meeting on farming activities, noted in a recent meeting that the insufficient quantity of seeds represents one of the major obstacles of farming in Niger. The situation was particularly difficult at the start of the farming season in 2005, and many farmers did the best they could with the seeds that were available. National authorities indicate that the country needs annually 4,000 tons of seeds, however the average available quantity hovers around 1,500 tons. A massive investment in this sector, notably in terms of finance, diversification and access to seeds, would contribute greatly, among other things, to improving this area of Niger’s agricultural programme. 
2.4 HEALTH
As of 6 October, 472 cholera cases had been recorded since 13 July. No new case has been recorded in the Tahoua Region since 29 September, and no new death since 15 September, an indication that the work of partners is possibly starting to pay off.
A measles vaccination campaign ended on 2 October, capping a two-week operation in 6 regions. These regions were not covered during the last vaccination round in December 2004. Some 325,000 children, between 9 months and 14 years old were targeted by the operation.  As of 6 October, 94% of children had been vaccination, slightly short of the 95% mark that WHO was aiming for to declare the campaign a success. 20 000 early diagnosis rapid tests for Malaria in severely malnourished children will be distributed in nutrition centers. Follow-up on the effectiveness of these tests will be carried out in Agadez, Abalak, Tillabéri, Tanout and Dakoro.

On 29th of September 2005, Mr. Ide Kalilou Deputy Chief of  Staff of the Prime Minister, Hawa Umoru of Rotary International and Mrs. Marlène Lays, UNFPA representative, signed a financial protocol agreeing that Rotary International and UNFPA will fund a project in the department of Loga, affected by the food crisis, to assist pregnant and lactating women. This assistance was mobilized with the help of UNFPA (37 000$), Rotary International (25 410$ and donation of cereals), UNICEF (iron), Helen Keller International (vitamin A) and will follow a similar strategy as the intervention launched in September in Zinder and Agadez. Women visiting health centers will each receive an impregnated mosquito net to prevent malaria, which can cause severe anaemia in pregnant mothers and contribute to low birth weight among newborns. Basic delivery kits (plastic sheet, gloves, syringes, and medication and pharmaceutical products) to ensure safe deliveries are also being distributed as well as vitamin A and iron. Additionally Rotary International will distribute food supplies (cereals, pulses and oil) to women visiting health centers for prenatal care, deliveries, post natal care and family planning to encourage the use of health services.

III. COORDINATION

These past weeks have been marked by ongoing evaluations, field assessments and other information-gathering aimed at providing at humanitarian actors a better and broader understanding of the current situation and better guide the interventions towards the needy population. The Emergency Food Security Assessment has been completed and final results are being compiled. A Crop and Food Supply Assessment is also to begin in mid-October. 

IV. ADVOCACY/COMMUNCATION/ MEDIA
Islam Channel, a private television channel based in London, has aired a documentary on the food crisis. The airing was combined with a fundraiser. The channel was able to raise £100,000. The documentary was shot in Niamey and in the hinterland in last August, and is available on DVD (www.islamchannel.tv)
V. FUNDING UPDATE
For the latest on funding, please go to http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc102?OpenForm
VI. UPCOMING EVENTS
· Niger, 7-14 October : DFID delegation visits Niger
· Niger, 10 October : Delegation from the Foreign Ministry of Italy visits Niger
· Niger, 12-14 October : UNDP Administrator Kemal Dervis and UN Under-Secretary General and UNDP Regional Director for Africa, Abdoullie Janneh 
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� Source : Synthèse de la situation des marchés agricoles mois de septembre 2005 du Système d’Information sur les Marchés Agricoles


� WHO situation report #8, 27 September 3 October


� Source : UNFPA press release





